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CALYPSO IN New Hampshire — Though apparently sel¬ 
dom if ever abundant, Calypso bulbosa (L.) Oakes is known 
from various stations in Canada, central and northern Maine, 
northern Vermont, northern New York, and westward to the 
Pacific slope, commonly in calcareous swamps of Thuja 
occidcu falls L. A scrutinv of the Oakes Ames Orchid Herbar- 

4 . 

ium and of the Gray Herbarium sheets of this species (in 
which I have been assisted by Mr. Charles Schweinfurth), 
as well as of the herbarium of the New England Botanical 
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Club, has revealed no specimens from New Hampshire of 
this weirdly beautiful little orchid, save for a single sheet 
in the Club herbarium collected by me in a cedar bog in the 
township of Columbia on 81 May, 1946 (A.S.P. no. 81887). 
This sheet has, until very recently, been mislaid, but through 
the kindness of Mr. R. J. Eaton has now been inserted in its 
proper place in the Club collection. 


My attention was oi’iginally dii'ected to the Columbia lo- 
calitv bv Mr. T. W. Wallace of Sanfoi’d, Maine, who.se bro- 
ther’s fai*m in Columbia is a mile or more distant from the 
Calypso. In 1946, 1 saw eight or ten plants in bloom, but did 
not look closely for more. Several years later, on revisiting 
the I'egion with a friend, 1 found that extensive logging of 
the Thuja had, apparently, destroyed the orchids. Since 
that time 1 have made further but unsuccessful searches in 
similar swamps in the calciferous mica-schist region of 
Columbia, Colebrook, Stewartstown, and Clarksville. In 
this area occur such interesting plants as Cysfopferis 
bulbifcra, Carc.r diaudra, C. Bu.rhauniii, Elcochuris nifida 
(its first United States station is about a mile from the 
Calypso), Juurus nodosus, J. bravhyccphalus, Lobfiia KaJ- 
niii. and Mala.ris hrachypoda, of which last the only New 
Hampshire specimen in the Club hei’barium, A.S.P. no.10940, 
18 July, 1907, was gathei'ed about a mile away in another dir¬ 
ection. — Arthur Stanley Pease, Harvard University. 


Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) 


Maine 


In 


August 1959, while scouting for possible field trip areas for 
the approaching meeting of the Josselyn Botanical Society, 
I heard of a strange orchid near the hamlet of Benton Flails 
on the Sebasticook River. On making a triji there August 16, 
I was able to locate eight plants of an entirely unfamiliar 
orchid, which I identified as the above, the identification hav¬ 
ing been confirmed by Di\ C. D. Richards, Botany Dejiart- 


Maine 
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The species is growing under i-ather widely spaced large 
white pines on an old pasture site, only a shoil distance from 
the end of an old mowing field. All plants were flowering 
profusely, one with over forty flowers. One pair of stems 
was browsed off (by deer). The bedrock in this area is shaly. 




